DECLARATION OF DOCTRINE & BELIEF
OF 

[ENTER YOUR CHURCH NAME HERE]

The Bible as Our Authority 

We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and that it is the final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct of human beings.  The Bible is the sole and final source of all that we believe.  That within the Bible, the teachings and example of Jesus Christ are the ultimate authority. 

Therefore, for purposes of church doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our ________ (governing body)_____________________________[governing body] and our pastor/s are the church’s final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application. 

Church Membership 

The membership of this Church shall be composed of individuals who:

· Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 

· Have surrendered their lives to Christ in commitment to absolute and uncompromising obedience to Christ’s teachings and example;

· _________________________________________ 

· ________________________________________[provisions regarding baptism, etc. may be added here]

· Affirm the tenets of the ______________________ Church Constitution, this Declaration of Doctrine & Belief, and who commit to honoring and abiding by the church Bylaws

· offer evidence, by their confession and their conduct, that they are living in accord with Biblical authority regarding morality and relationships, and their affirmations and this Constitution and Bylaws, and

· are actively seeking a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 
The membership of the Church shall have final authority in all matters of church governance, as set forth and described in the Bylaws. 

Beliefs on Marriage and Sexuality 

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one legitimate meaning – the union of one man with one man as spoken of in Scripture. We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and a woman who are married to each other. We believe that God has commanded that no sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. 

We believe that any form of sexual conduct outside of the Biblically sanctioned sexual relationship between a man and woman who are married to one another, is immoral, including acts such as adultery, fornication, homosexuality, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, pornography or any attempt to change one’s sex, or rejection of one’s biological sex. We believe that all such conduct or teaching or belief in support or affirmation of them is sin as proscribed by God’s Moral Law and cannot be changed, amended, altered or omitted by choices of human beings.

We believe that attitudes supportive of these immoral behaviors and certainly the conducts themselves are damaging to the individuals involved and alienate the participant from God. In sum, we believe that to tolerate without refutation or to acquiesce in such behaviors or attitudes supportive of them is not only to defy God’s Moral Law but to act in an unloving and uncaring way toward those who engage in those attitudes, affirmations or actions. 
Indeed, we believe that Christians who do not forthrightly stand in opposition to such attitudes, affirmations or actions are acting contrary to the best interests of those involved and serve neither God nor man in their failure to stand and express.

Beliefs on Christian Duties to Uphold God’s Moral Law, Display Love and Compassion to All, and Accept the Individual’s Will to Choose.

We believe that God is the source of all true love and compassion and that His law directs that we should love one another as we love ourselves. We believe that this duty is incumbent upon every Christian especially and must be directed toward all fellow human beings, and as a consequence we should show compassion, love, and kindness. Hateful or harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be repudiated and are not in accord with scripture nor the doctrines of the church. 

We believe that there is no contradiction or conflict between this Biblical responsibility and those listed above.  Indeed, we believe all are consonant with God’s Moral law and His intent. We do not show love for others by ignoring attitudes or conduct on their part which conflict with God’s Moral Law. Indeed, the very essence of Christian love is selflessness which includes the willingness to face criticism, opprobrium, alienation or rejection for having stated and stood for God’s Moral Law.

As Christians we recognize and acknowledge the gift of self will bestowed upon every human being.  We recognize also that Christ never usurped or attempted to deny each individual’s power of choice – their volitional will.  Therefore, everything declared herein is founded upon the recognition that individual’s will choose their own course either in defiance of God’s Moral Law or in obedience to it.  Our task as Christians, is to uphold God’s Moral Law and to encourage others to do so as well.
We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of the church as the local Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the church members and the community, it is imperative that all persons employed by the church in any capacity, or who serve as volunteers, should abide by and agree to this Statement on Marriage and Sexuality and conduct themselves accordingly. 

We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake any sin, seek His mercy and His forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

[THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE ADDED TO THE DOCUMENT FOR PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS TO SIGN]

I promise and affirm that I have fully read this Declaration, understand it, and agree to it both in principle and in submission to it as a member of [CHURCH NAME HERE].







______________________________________________







Signature of Prospective Church Member







____________________







Date

